LINCOLN SCHOOL
CAMPUS MASTER PLAN

UPDATE

2021

TABLE OF CONTENTS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 04
UPDATED MASTER PLAN 06
LITTLE SCHOOL 10
LOWER SCHOOL 16
SUSTAINABILITY 18
LEED CERTIFICATION 19

Little School: Studio at Dusk

2

LINCOLN SCHOOL

CAMPUS MASTER PLAN UPDATE

3

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Project Location

The Lincoln School is a private school located in Providence, Rhode Island. The academic ethos of the school is
founded in Quaker principles, which played an integral role in the design process for this project. The key tenants of
the Quaker approach highlights the schools priority towards environmental stewardship, community, and simplicity.

Services Provided

The Lincoln School’s Master Plan update was dedicated to expanding and enhancing their Little and Lower school.
Phase 1, which included the Little School and parking expansion, broke ground in December 2019 and was
completed in August 2020. This new building expanded the Little School program from their existing facilities, to
a new LEED Certified 4,700 SF construction. Phase 2, which will include the Lower School expansion, has yet to
be completed. This 10,000 SF renovation and addition to enhancing the existing Lower School building will help
modernize the campus and reconfigure the interior to achieve a more efficient floor plan. Through these design
interventions, studioMLA Architects helped modernize the Lincoln School to make it a more cohesive campus and
increase child enrollment.

301 Butler Avenue
Providence, RI 02906

Architectural, interior design, and landscape design;
full design services from Programming through
Construction Administration

At a Glance

Size: 4,700 SF
Completed: August 2020
Registered with the US Green Building Council
Pending LEED Gold Certification

Atelier at the Lower School

Scan the QR Code to view our video of the Lincoln School.

Wraparound Porch of the Little School

Little School from Courtyard
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UPDATED MASTER PLAN
CAMPUS MAP

This Lincoln School Master Plan Update builds upon
campus initiatives highlighted in the previous 2016
publication. Our work focuses on the east end of
campus, taking some of the original initiatives a step
further into design and implementation.
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Plan updates include locating and constructing
a new building to house the Little School, as well
as exploring opportunities to expand the existing
Lower School. Additionally, the plan updates will
look at land swap opportunities with the adjacent
Blackstone Park Conservation District and other
strategic interventions.
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A

STEAM HUB FOR GIRLS

J

BOSS GYM IMPROVEMENTS

B

LITTLE SCHOOL RELOCATION, LOWER SCHOOL ADDITION

K

ATHLETICS PARKING

C

ACCESSIBILITY ENABLING

L

GARDEN PLAZA ACCESSIBILITY IMPROVEMENTS

D

WHEELER / LYNX RENOVATIONS
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MIDDLE-LOWER CONNECTOR, NORTH OVERLOOK

M

LITTLE SCHOOL RELOCATION

F

VEHICULAR DROP-OFF + NEW ENTRANCE PLAZA
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LOWER SCHOOL ADDITION
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OUTDOOR CLASSROOM + SITE ACCESSIBILITY
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LAND SWAP
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64 E. ORCHARD ADMINISTRATION RELOCATION
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OTHER INTERVENTIONS
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CARRIAGE HOUSE
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SIGNAGE & WAYFINIDNG

CAMPUS MASTER PLAN UPDATE

2021 MASTER PLAN UPDATES

7

UPDATED MASTER PLAN
studioMLA UPDATES

The goal of Phase 1 was to build from the ground
up a new Little School for the toddlers, which were
previously housed in the Carriage House. After
analyzing multiple site options, studioMLA and the
Lincoln School ultimately decided on the site that
allowed for a new and enhanced streetfront and
created a defined courtyard between the Lower and
Little School. The courtyard was a key element in
creating a more cohesive campus. In addition to the
Little School, Phase 1 included the expanded parking
lot which significantly relieves the amount of traffic
along the residential street, E. Orchard Ave.

LITTLE SCHOOL (PHASE 1)
STREETFRONT ENHANCEMENTS (PHASE 1)

The goal of Phase 2 was to expand and revitalize
the Lower School, which was originally constructed
in the 1950’s. studioMLA proposed a new south
facade and expansion. This proposed design will
provide ample natural lighting indoors, additional
space and modern appliances for new art and
science classrooms, extended space for the existing
library, and secluded areas for large and small
study groups. This proposed expansion would be
located off the courtyard, further reinforcing the
significance of the outdoor gathering space and the
overall cohesiveness of the campus.

LOWER SCHOOL EXPANSION (PHASE 2)

LANDSCAPED CONNECTOR (PHASE 1)

LITTLE SCHOOL PLAYGROUND (PHASE 1)

1

ADDED PARKING (PHASE 1)
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LITTLE SCHOOL

The Little School provides dedicated space for
toddlers to 3-year-old students. Construction
began in December 2019 and was completed
in August 2020. This building was designed to
emphasize the joy of learning through a ReggioEmilia-inspired approach. The bright, airy, engaging
learning spaces are lined with floor-to-ceiling
window panes that fully open and close, providing
fresh air and a panoramic view into the natural
world. A central piazza welcomes parents into the
building, a small on-site Reggio Emilia studio, which
brings the philosophy to life through loose parts
and natural elements to encourage creative and
imaginative play. All classrooms also have access
to a dedicated Little School playground, a direct
connection to nature, which was designed with
small, curious learners in mind. The wraparound
porch and ramp provides accessible access to the
rest of the campus. The large overhang provides
shade to teachers and children alike, especially
when they hold classroom outdoors. The new Little
School expansion neither contains nor utilizes any
fossil fuels and produces zero carbon emissions.

Little School
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Little School Piazza Render
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LITTLE SCHOOL : COMPLETED

Studio

The design and construction of the Little School was a nine month process. Construction began in December
2019 and was completed in August 2020. The new 4,700 SF facility houses classrooms, administration spaces,
an atelier that is used for arts and crafts, and an outdoor play space. The Lincoln School’s goal of simplicity and
sustainability was a key driver for design decisions and finish selections. The building is situated on a residential
street, which is reflected in the “residential” feel when approaching the Little School. The wood facade and
wraparound porch are a welcoming face to the campus.

Opening Ceremony

View from East Orchard Ave
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Piazza

Class on the Wraparound Porch

Classroom 1

Classroom 2

LINCOLN SCHOOL

View from E. Orchard Ave
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LITTLE SCHOOL : COMPLETED
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studioMLA’s Landscape Department worked with the Lincoln School to come up with a playground that
embodied the school and could be incorporated into the Little School curriculum. The children have the
opportunity to work on their gross motor skills, creativity, and socialization. The playground acts as a connection
between the neighborhood and the Lincoln School campus. When neighbors are walking down the street, the
fence resembles a backyard. From the courtyard view, studioMLA’s design team chose to use a 4ft height fence.
The toddlers can look out into the courtyard and the older students can look into the playground, thus building a
connection between the older and younger students.

LINCOLN SCHOOL
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LOWER SCHOOL

The Lower School was originally constructed in the 1950s and currently provides classrooms for children in grades
Kindergarten-5th. studioMLA was hired to expand and redesign the south side of the building in order to revitalize
Lincoln School’s campus. In the existing building, there was a lack of openness and interconnectedness between
classrooms. The existing confined reception space, lack of gathering spaces, and access to natural light no longer
reflected the ethos of the Lincoln School. The goal of studioMLA’s proposed expansion was to instead celebrate the
Lincoln School’s impressive arts and science program by relocating them towards the courtyard, visible to everyone
who walks through the campus. By transforming the south opaque facade to floor to ceiling glazing, studioMLA
was able to achieve the amount of natural lighting and openness the Lincoln School desired. The proposed design
also allows for more indoor gathering spaces, for not only group study but campus wide school meetings.
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Conceptual Sketch from Brookside Ave

Conceptual Sketch at Entrance

Existing Building from Courtyard

Concept Render Inside Lower School
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SUSTAINABILITY

LEED CERTIFICATION

The learning spaces are lined with floor-to-ceiling
panes that fully open and close, providing fresh
air and a panoramic view to the outside world. In
addition, each window has a shade providing the
user control of their environment.

In updating the Lincoln School Master Plan we focused on the importance of sustainability and environmental
stewardship. The redesign of the west end of campus includes setting high goals:
• New net zero energy building (Completed in the new Little School)
• An ambitious target of LEED Gold for all projects (In process for the new Little School and achievable in
Phase II Lower School renovation)
• Energy retrofits for existing buildings (High importance is the south side of the Lower School)
• Increase green space and place more woodlands in trust (Land swap with the City of Providence)
In addition to energy efficiency, the updated masterplan also prioritizes an emphasis on sustainable, recyclable
and readily renewable materials, natural lighting and natural ventilation. To the greatest extent possible,
sustainable strategies will be design to facilitate integration into the various grade level curricula.

Full Height Windows at Little School

Landswap Diagram

One hundred solar panels were installed on the
roof of the Little School providing an alternative
energy source to the well-insulated building. This
installation is a testament to the Lincoln School’s and
studioMLA’s commitement to sustainability.

LAND TO BE TAKEN
LAND TO BE GIVEN










Solar Panel Array at Little School





Energy usage and conservation is monitored and
displayed on the television in the Piazza. In doing
so, the Lincoln School can easily gauge their energy
use and use it as an educational tool for the children
and parents.



PLOT 143


18 SPACES

EXISTING LOWER SCHOOL

PLOT 289

Energy Metering Interactive Screen
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6 SPACES
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PLOT 47

PLOT 144
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